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WHEAT. 


The  yield  of  wheat  as  returned  to  us  by  our  correspondents  in  Novem- 
ber indicated  an  average  yield  for  the  whole  country  of  13.7  bushels  per 
acre.  This  yield  is  almost  identical  with  the  average  of  1877,  and  only 
slightly  more  than  1878. 

The  acreage  in  this  cereal  was  increased  about  1J  per  cent.,  and  was 
estimated  at  32,545,900  acres  for  this  year,  giving  a  total  crop  of  448,- 
755,000  bushels  against  420,122,100  in  1878." 

Estimating  the  population  at  48J  million  persons,  the  yield  per  capita 
Is  9.2-f-  bushels.  Allowing  5.5  bushels  for  home  use,  there  would  remain 
3.7  bushels  surplus,  which  would  give  179,450,000  bushels  for  export. 

The  price  this  year  as  returned  December  1  by  the  producer  is  $1.11, 
making  a  total  value  of  $499,008,803,  against  a  total  value  in  1878  of 
8326,346,000  at  the  same  date.  It  must  be  remembered  that  these  are 
the  average  prices  as  returned  by  the  farmers  of  the  whole  country,  and 
not  the  prices  in  the  great  markets. 

Table  of  wheat  crop  and  value  since  1870. 


Years. 


I   Acreage. 


L870 I  18,992,591 


1871. 

1872. 

1873. 

1874. 

1875. 

1S7G. 

1877 . 

1878 

1879. 


19,  943,  893 

20,  858,  359 
22, 171,  676 
24,  967,  027 
26,381,512 
27,  627,  021 
26,  277,  546 
32, 108,  560 
32,  545,  899 
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12.4 
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235,  884,  700 
230,  722,  400 
249,  997, 100 
281,  254.  700 
309. 102,  700 
292,136,000 
289,  356,  500 
364, 194, 146 
420, 122,  400 
448,  755, 118 


Price  per 
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$1. 
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1. 

25.8 

1. 
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1. 
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1. 

03.  7 

1. 
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0. 
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Total  value 
of  product. 


$245, 
290, 
310, 
323, 
291, 
294, 
300, 
394, 
326, 
499. 


865,  045 
411,820 
180,  375 
594,  805 
107,  895 
580,  990 
259,  300 
695,  779 
346,  424 
008, 803 


Wheat  and  flour 
exported  in  the 
fiscal  year  clos- 
ing June  30  fol- 
io wins. 


Bushels. 

52,  574.  Ill 
38,  995.  755 
52.  014,  715 
91,  5 10,  398 
72,  012,  817 
74,750,682 
57,  149  949 
92,141,626 
150.  502,  506 


WINTEE  WHEAT. 

Our  preliminary  investigation  points  to  an  increase  of  12  per  cent,  in 
the  area  sown  in  winter  wheat.  The  only  States  reporting  a  decline  are 
Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  Arkansas,  in  which  the  united  wheat  area 
would  not  exceed  that  of  some  counties  of  the  Northwest.  All  the 
other  States  show  an  increase,  especially  the  spring- wheat  States  of  the 
Northwest.  The  winter-wheat  acreage  of  these  States,  however,  is  small, 
and  hence  their  increase,  even  a  very  high  ratio,  does  not  add  materially 
to  the  breadth  sown  in  the  country.  But  many  large  winter- wheat  States 
report  great  enlargement — New  York,  West  Virginia,  Ohio,  and  Michi- 
gan, each  7  per  cent. ;  Texas  and  Tennessee,  each  10  per  cent. ;  Kentucky 
and  Indiana  each  14  per  cent. ;  Missouri,  16  per  cent. ;  Kansas  and 
Oregon  each  20  per  cent. ;  Illinois,  22  per  cent. 


4  CONDITION    OF    THE    CROPS. 

There  are  quite  general  complaints  of  the  ravages  of  the  Hessian  ny 
in  early-sown  crops,  and  of  drought  hindering  germination  in  the  later 
sown.  Yet  the  crop  starts  out,  on  the  whole,  under  prospects  considera- 
bly above  average,  especially  in  the  large  winter- wheat  States. 

The  following  extracts  from  correspondence  are  given. 

Maine. — Aroostook  :  But  little  sown  ;  spring  wheat  is  our  principal  crop.  Penobscot  : 
Very  little  raised. 

Vermont. — Orleans  :  Acreage  slightly  increased. 

New  York. — Allegany:  Condition  not  so  good  as  usual.  Chautauqua:  Acreage  in- 
creased 25  per  cent.  ;  prospects  diminished  by  warm,  dry  weather  and  the  Hessian 
fly;  "  Clawson"  the  most  affected.  Genesee:  Very  large  growth  ;  some  fields  2  feet 
high  ;  an  open  winter  is  desirable.  Niagara  :  More  uniformly  good  than  for  many  fears. 
Saint  Lawrence :  The  largest  area  ever  sown ;  some  fields  damaged  by  drought  and  early 
frosts. 

New  Jersey. — Hunterdon :   Prospects  lowered  by  drought.     Morris  :    Conditions^ 
never  more  promising.     Salem  :    Usual  acreage.     Burlington  :     Tbe   dry  fall  has  re-* 
tarded  germination  and  growth.      Warren  :  Thirty  per  cent,  larger  acreage  ;  outlook 
very  promising. 

Pennsylvania. — Sullivan  :  Very  poor  condition ;  drought.  York:  Condition  strong 
and  healthy.  Armstrong  :  Better  prospects  than  last  fall.  Bearer  :  Early  sown  :  very 
favorable.  Monroe:  Never  better.  Northampton:  Better  prospects  than  last  year,  hut 
many  fields  affected  by  the  fly.  Northumberland:  Best  condition  known  for  years. 
Westmoreland:  Luxuriant.  Centre:  Drought  still  continues;  the  crop  will  suffer  if 
winter  sets  in  without  copious  rains.  Indiana:  Good  prospects.  Greene.:  Too  dry 
for  anvthing  to  grow. 

Maryland. — Baltimore :  Early  sown,  badly  affected  with  the  Hessian  fly.  Caro- 
line: Very  had  condition.  Montgomery  :  Very  unfavorable.  Calvert:  Small  growth  ; 
drought.  Cecil :  Late  sown  injured  by  drought.  Frederick  :  Injured  by  drought  and 
ravaged  fey  the  Hessian  fly. 

Virginia. — King  George:  Very  poor ;  drought.  Prince  William:  Poor;  some  fields 
destroyed  by  the  Hessian  fly.  Warwick  :  Continued  warm  and  dry  weather  has  in- 
jured it.  Hanover:  Very  un  satis  factory  ;  drought.  Pittsylvania:  Outlook  discourag- 
ing :  unusually  drv  fall.  Richmond '■:  Not  looking  as  well  as  could  be  desired.  Rap- 
pahannock:  Poor;  drought.  Mecklenburg  :  But  little  sown,  owing  to  the  drought. 
James  City:  Exceedingly  bad.  Greenville:  Continued  drought.  Green:  Promising. 
Fauquier:  Eeduced  to  below  average  condition  by  drought  and  the  fly.  Pulaski: 
Bad  condition;  but  little  of  the  early  sown  germinated;  drought.  Culpeper  :  Late 
sown  not  yet  germinated;  early  sown  injured  by  the  fly.  Orange;  Poor  prospects; 
drought;  early -sown  fields  infested  by  fly.  King  William:  Late  sown  did  not  germi- 
nate ;  early-sown  injured  by  the  fly.  Craig  :  Great  damage  by  the  Hessian  fly  and 
drought.  Dinwiddle  :  Increased  acreage;  cold,  dry  weather  has  seriously  affected  the 
growth.  Gloucester:  Fields  sown  one  month  ago  have  not  yet  germinated.  Middle- 
sex :  Increase  in  acreage  ;  condition  below  average.  Rockingham  :  Early  sown  badly 
injured  by  tbe  fly.  Halifax:  Ground  too  dry  to  sprout  late-sown  grain  ;  stand  gen- 
erally thin.  Chesterfield:  Badly  injured  by  the  drought.  Amelia:  Late  sown  unger- 
minated ;  drought ;  early  sown  injured  by  the  Hessian  fly,  and  some  fields  plowed 
up.     Goochland :  Bad  condition  ;  drought. 

North  Carolina. — Iredell:  Increased  acreage.  Buncombe :  Just  coming  up.  Forsyth: 
Little  sown ;  extreme  dry  weather.  Pasquotank  :  Largely  increased  acreage ;  condition 
very  backward.  Halifax:  Drought  makes  germination  slow.  Nash:  Increased  acreage. 
Pender:  No  rain  up  to  December  1.     Cleveland:  Fine  condition. 

South  Carolina. — Lexington:  Early  sown  looks  well. 

Georgia. — Fannin:  Large  breadth  sown;  just  coming  up.  Polk:  Owing  to  the 
high  price  of  seed,  very  little  will  be  sown.  Warren:  Increased  acreage.  Worth: 
Favorable.  Terrell:  Increased. acreage.  Talbot:  Acreage  increased.  Jefferson :  Favor- 
able fall;  acreage  increased.  De  Kalb  :  Sowing  much  delayed  on  account  of  the  late 
cotton  season.     Gordon  :  Sowing  not  finished. 

Alabama. — Clay :  Sowing  much  later  than  usual ;  weather  very  favorable. 

Mississippi. — Choctaw  :  Favorable  fall ;  grain  germinating  finely.  Yazoo  :  Less 
acreage  than  last  year,  owing  to  the  emigration  to  Kansas. 

Texas. — Gillespie:  Small  acreage  ;  drought.  Lampasas:  Gloomy  prospects.  Guada- 
loupe:  Too  dry  for  seed  to  germinate.  Comanche:  Ground  too  dry  for  any  winter 
crop.  Dallas:  Late  rains;  crop  more  promising.  McLennan :  Ground  too  dry  to  ger- 
minate the  seed ;  many  fanners  have  resown  their  fields.  Williamson:  Small  acre- 
age ;  little  rain  for  six  months.  Burnett :  None  sown ;  ground  too  dry  for  plowing. 
Bandera:  Seeding  prevented  by  drought.  Rockwall:  Recent  showers  have  caused  the 
grain  to  sprout.  Hays:  No  grain  sown;  ground  could  not  be  plowed.  Austin': 
Drought  retards  the  sowing  of  small  grain.     Bastrop  :  None  sown;  ground  too  thy  for 
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plowing.     Bexar :  None  sown ;  drought.     Grimes  :  Drought  still  prevails.     Madison  : 
Liltle  sown;  drought.  ( 

Arkansas. — Pope :  Small  acreage.  Van  Bnren :  Drought  reduced  the  acreage. 
White:  Weather  too  dry  for  sowing.  Clark:  Seeding  unfinished.  Montgomery:  Seed- 
ing is  progressing.  Johnson:  Better  than  usual.  Marion:  Small  acreage;  severe 
drought ;  the  little  that  is  up  looks  very  poor. 

Tennessee. —  Williamson  :  Better  prospects  than  for  years.  Lawrence:  Area  increased 
about  one-eighth.  Rutherford:  Smaller  acreage  than  last  year.  Sumner:  Splendid 
condition;  acreage  increased  33  per  cent.  Loudon:  Seeding  was  considerably  re- 
tarded by  drought;  prospects  are  now  improving.  Henry :  Early  sown  injured  by  the 
fly,  but  the  stand  is  still  good.  Hamblin:  Probably  the  largest  area  ever  sown  in 
this  county.  Henderson  :  Seeding  delayed  by  cotton  picking  ;  early  sown  looks  flat- 
tering. Davidson  :  Some  complaint  of  the  fly  in  early  sown,  but  the  crop  generally  is 
looking  well.  Franklin  :  Prospects  improved.  Gibson  :  Acreage  a  little  decreased. 
Marshall :  Very  fine  condition. 

West  Virginia. — Berkeley :  One-third  did  not  sprout ;  what  came  up  has  grown  but 
little  ;  drought  since  September  15.  Calhoun  :  Large  acreage  but  suffering  for  rain. 
Hardy:  Much  of  it  not  sprouted ;  drought.  Kanawha:  Needs  rain.  Marshall:  Look- 
ing badly  ;  dry  fall.  Mereer  :  Did  not  root  well ;  drought.  Morgan  :  Some  not  up, 
owing  to  jnotracted  drought ;  early  sown  destroyed  by  Hessian  fly.  Pleasants  :  Early 
sown  injured  by  the  fly.  Putnam:  Seriously  injured  by  drought  and  the  fly.  Ritchie: 
Fall  too  dry  ;  did  not  get  a  good  start.  Randolph :  Looks  bad  owing  to  dry  weather ; 
improving  since  rain.  Summers  :  Very  promising.  Wetzel :  Largest  area  ever  sown, 
but  on  account  of  dry  weather  it  does  not  look  well ;  early  sown  fields  injured  by  the 
fly.  Jackson:  Dry  fall;  crop  has  grown  but  little.  Mason:  Early  sown  badly  dam- 
aged by  the  fly;  some  fields  resown ;  very  dry  fall.  Allen:  Favorable  fall ;  crop  looks 
well.  Taylor  :  Increased  acreage.  Wayne :  Prospects  not  so  good  as  at  this  time  last 
year;  drought  and  early  frosts.     Roane:  Did  not  come  up  well;  drought. 

Kentucky. — Anderson :  About  as  usual.  Bourdon  :  Suffering  for  rain  ;  the  Hessian 
fly  injured  early  sown  fields.  Barren :  Crop  put  in  with  more  than  usual  care.  Car- 
roll:  Badly  injured  by  the  Hessian  fly.  Fayette:  Nearly  all  early  sown  greatly  in- 
jured, if  not  entirely  ruined,  by  the  fly;  late  sown  fields  look  promising;  largest 
acreage  ever  sown  in  this  county.  Garrard :  Acreage  in  excess  of  last  year ;  condi- 
tion vastly  below  average ;  dry  weather.  Lee :  Large  acreage.  Logan :  Acreage 
decreased  ;  more  attention  given  to  clover  and  meadows.  Laurel :  Early  sown  looks 
very  fine.  Lyon:  Some  fields  injured  by  the  fly.  McCracken :  Complaint  of  the  fly  in 
early  sown  fields.  McLean  :  Promising;  some  complaint  of  Hessian  fly  in  early  sown. 
Nelson:  Retarded  by  drought.  Nicholas:  Large  increase  in  acreage  ;' continued  dry 
weather  causes  it  to  look  poor ;  early  sown  badly  injured  by  the  fly.  Russell :  Acreage 
increased  one-third  ;  much  of  it  late,  and  complaint  of  the  fly  in  many  localities. 
Scott:  Materially  injured  by  drought,  and  some  damage  by  the  fly.  Shelby:  Much 
affected  by  drought;  lower  leaves  destroyed  by  a  small  winged  insect;  fears  are  enter- 
tained of  injury  next  spring  by  the  Hessian  fly.  Woodford:  Some  complaint  of  the 
fly.  Fleming:  Looks  poor  ;  drought  and  injury  by  the  Hessian  fly.  Jessamine:  Late 
sown  very  backward;  early  sown  injured  by  the  fly.  Bracken:  Early  sown  badly 
damaged  by  drought  and  the  fly,  and  will  not  make  a  half  crop ;  late  sown  looks  well 
but  is  small.  Union:  Fine,  strong,  and  healthy  growth.  Jefferson:  Great  injury  by 
the  fly.  Mason:  Injured  by  drought  and  the  fly.  Washington:  Not  looking  well; 
dry  fall.  Fulton:  Very  fine.  .Todd:  Some  complaint  of  the  fly.  Owsley:  Acreage  in- 
creased ;  looks  better  since  the  frost  killed  the  fly  and  grasshopper. 

Ohio. — Allen :  Heavy  increase  in  acreage,  and  mostly  drilled  in ;  condition  excel- 
lent. Ashland:  ''Booming."  Athens:  Very  backward ;  drought.  Adams:  Large 
acreage  and  well  put  in;  considerable  damage  by  the  fly  and  rust.  Fairfield  :  Acre- 
age increased.  Grange :  Largest  acreage  ever  sown  and  well  put  in;  condition  above 
average.  Logan  :  Injured  by  a  worm  (new  to  this  locality),  giving  it  the  appearance  of 
having  been  ravished  by  the  fly;  since  recent  rains  it  has  restooled  and  now  looks 
well.  Lorain:  Complaint  of  rust  in  some  early  sown  fields.  Licking:  Large  increase 
in  acreage.  Meigs:  Too  dry;  complaint  of  the  fly.  Marion:  Badly  injured  by 
drought  and  rust.  Medina  :  Increased  acreage  and  fine  condition.  Preble :  Badly 
rusted  in  October,  but  now  looking;  better.  Portage:  The  complaints  of  injuries  in 
September  and  October,  by  the  fly,  are  now  supposed  to  be  the  effects  of  the  con- 
tinued dry  weather.  Perry  :  Made  a  fair  start ;  some  early  sown  fields  injured  by  the 
fly.  Sandusky:  Looks  fine  and  prospects  good,  luscarawas :  Increased  acreage. 
Union:  Suffered  by  drought  and  tlie  fly ;  recent  warm  rains  brought  it  up  to  average 
condition.  Vinton:  Injured  badly  by  drought  and  the  fly.  Williams:  Splendid  con- 
dition ;  a  few  fields  affected  with  wire  worm.  Guernsey  :  Injured  by  drought ;  early 
sown  looks  best.  Hardin:  Improved  since  rain.  Mercer:  Some  complaint  of  fly,  but 
still  promises  well.  Clark:  Looking  well.  Scioto:  Much  of  early  sown  destroyed  by 
the  Hessian  fly. 

Michigan. — Allegan:   Extraordinary  growth ;   some  insects.     Gratiot:   Some  com- 
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plaint  of  the  fly.  Jackson:  Large  acreage  and  unprecedented  growth.  Tuscola: 
Weather  very  unfavorable  during  November.  Eaton  :  Large  acreage  ;  heavy  growth, 
but  infected  with  insects.     Oakland :  Finest  growth  for  many  years. 

Indiana. — Franklin  :  Injured  by  dry  weather  ;  improved  since  rain,  Decatur  : 
Large  acreage  ;  injured  by  drought  and  the  fly.  Greene :  Largest  acreage  ever  sown  ; 
condition  good.  Howard :  Heavy  increase  in  acreage ;  condition  could  not  be  im- 
proved. Marion:  Very  rank  growth.  Shelby:  Recent  rains  improved  it  very  much. 
Switzerland:  Sad  havoc  by  the  fly  and  drought;  prospects  lowered  20  ])er  cent.  Tip- 
ton :  Has  a  fine  start  for  winter.  Tippecanoe:  In  the  Wabash  Valley  the  acreage  is 
increased  33  per  cent.;  condition  excellent.  Warrick:  Acreage  largely  increased. 
Whitley:  Looks  well.  Orange:  Fine  condition.  Pike:  Early  sown  damaged  by  the 
fly.  Warren  :  Looking  fine  and  promises  a  large  crop.  Miami :  Largest  acreage  ever 
bown  ;  condition  excellent.  Starke:  Heavy  increase  in  acreage.  Wabash:  Nevermore 
promising;  acreage  increased. 

Illinois. — Coles:  Large  increase  in  acreage;  some  damage  by  the  fly  in  early  sown 
fields.  DeKalb:  Not  in  usual  condition,  owing  to  drought.  Edgar:  Improved  by  late 
rains,  Greene:  Acreage  increased  one-fourth ;  late  rains  improved  the  prospect.  Han- 
cock: Double  last  year's  acreage  and  much  improved,  by  recent  rains.  Johnson :  Some 
injury  by  fly;  looks  better  since  cool  weather.  Kendall:  Dry  fall  prevented  early 
sowing.  Kankakee:  Increased  acreage.  Livingston:  Largest  acreage  for  several  years; 
some  complaint  of  the  fly,  but  generally  looks  well.  Logan:  Looking  well  but  needs 
rain.  Lawrence:  Some  fields  injured  by  the  Hessian  fly.  Montgomery:  " Every  spare 
foot  is  in  wheat."  Mason:  Large  increase  in  acreage.  Morgan:  Plenty  of  rain ;  con- 
dition good,  Moultrie:  Injured  by  the  fly  in  some  sections.  Pratt:  Largest  acreage 
ever  sown  ;  could  not  look  better.  Perry :  Early  sown  injured  by  the  fly ;  second  sow- 
ing looks  fine.  Putnam:  Farmers  using  the  "Odessa"  for  fall  sowing,  as  it  yields 
almost  double  any  other  variety.  Shelby:  "Fultz"all  the  rage  here;  department 
highly  complimented  for  the  distribution  of  this  variety.  Tazewell:  Best  possible 
condition.  Winnebago:  Heavy  increase  in  acreage,  but  not  looking  well;  drought, 
Union:  Some  complaint  of  the  Hessian  fly. 

Wisconsin. — Columbia:  Four  acres  sown  this  fall  to  one  last  year.  La  Fayette: 
Good  condition  for  winter.  Portage :  Spring  wheat  our  principal  crop  ;  winter  wheat 
has  done  well  the  past  two  years  and  a  large  acreage  sown  this  fall.  Pock:  Now  gen- 
erally sown;  largely  increased  acreage.     Milwaukee:  Heavy  growth. 

Minnesota.— Fillmore:  Hundreds  of  acres  sown  and.  is  looking  well;  have  never 
had  a  variety  that  would  not  winter  kill.  Goodhue:  Experiments  with  winter  cereals 
have  proven  so  unremunerative  that  farmers  have  discontinued  them.  Bock:  Double 
the  usual  acreage.  Steele  :  Many  farmers  have  sown  a  small  area  as  an  experiment. 
"Anew  variety  of  spring  wheat  with  all  the  virtues  of  the  original  'Fife/  is  needed 
here."  Lac-qui-parle  :  All  dead.     Le  Seuer:  Limited,  acreage,  but  looks  well. 

Iowa. — Clinton :  Very  backward  on  account  of  drought ;  some  complaint  of  the  fly. 
Davis:  Early  sown  some  damaged  by  the  fly;  late  sown  not  hurt.  G-reene :  A  few 
pieces  sown  as  an  experiment.  Howard :  Fears  are  entertained  of  an  open  winter, 
which  would  be  disastrous  to  the  crop.  Jasper :  Acreage  largely  increased ;  stands 
the  winter  better  as  the  land  becomes  older.  Lee :  Poor  condition  ;  drought  and  Hes- 
sian fly.  Marion :  Heavy  acreage  and  booming.  Muscatine :  Increased  acreage  and  good 
prospect.  Fine  weather,  farmers  in  good  cheer,  and  prices  on  the  boom.  Binggold: 
Largest  acreage  ever  sown;  condition  the  very  best.  Victor:  Three  times  the  usual 
acreage;  "Odessa"  now  sown  for  winter  wheat.  Tama:  Large  acreage ;  a  new  indus- 
try for  this  country.     Mitchell :  Extensively  sown  and  looks  well. 

Missouri. — Audrain:  Injured  by  drought.  Christian:  Going  into  winter  quarters 
in  very  best  condition.  Callaway:  Increased  acreage  and  looking  well.  Crawford: 
Damaged  by  rust  and  the  Hessian  fly ;  some  improvement  since  cool  weather.  Gentry  : 
Looks  well.  Gasconade:  Slightly  damaged  by  the  Hessian  fly.  Johnson:  Acreage 
increased  20  per  cent.  Lincoln  :  Eggs  of  the  fly  are  in  nearly  all  of  the  fields;  fine 
November  rains  brought  the  croi)  up  beyond  expectations.  Marion:  Late  rains  im- 
proved it.  Pulaski:  Doing  finely.  Platte:  Looking  well.  Saint  Ch aides  :  Much  dam- 
age by  the  Hessian  fly;  some  fields  sown  a  second  time.  Vernon :  More  or  less  fly  and 
chinch-bugs;  prospects  discouraging.  Washington :  Some  fields  of  early  sown  about 
killed  by  the  Hessian  fly ;  Russian  amber  from  department  is  looking  well.  Perry  : 
Some  complaint  of  damage  by  the  Hessian  fly.  Saint  Genevieve:  Extraordinary 
growth  and  increased  acreage.  Sullivan:  Some  fields  so  badly  injured  by  the  fly  that 
they  were  resown.  Worth:  Doing  well.  Caldwell:  Very  fine.  Dallas:  Rather  small, 
owing  to  dry  fall;  but  condition  is  good.  Pemiscot:  Very  favorable  fall;  business  of 
all  kinds  improving. 

Kansas. — Decatur:  Large  increase  in  acreage;  county  filling  up  rapidly.  Davis: 
Condition  could  not  be  better.  Doniphan:  Damaged  badly  by  the  Hessian  fly;  late 
sown  looks  well.  Dickinson  :  Never  looked  better.  Harvey :  Very  fine.  Logan  :  Fa- 
vorable fall.  Lincoln  :  Looks  remarkably  well;  weather  so  nice  you  can  almost  see  it 
growing.     Leavenworth  :  Large  increase  in  acreage;  best  prospects  for  years.     Meade : 
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Looks  badly.  Montgomery:  Acreage  largely  increased;  never  saw  it  look  better. 
Pottawattomie :  Condition  never  better.  Woodson:  Acreage  increased  10  percent.,  and 
crop  never  more  promising.  Ellis :  Increased  acreage.  Marion :  Splendid  condition. 
Ness  :  But  little  of  it  up  ;  very  dry  fall.  Graham  :  Very  heavy  increase  in  acreage. 
Kingman:  Prospect  never  better,  Reno:  Splendid.  Saline:  Promising.  Stafford: 
Best  prospects  for  years.     Trego  :  Needs  rain.     Chase :  Could  not  look  better. 

Nebraska. — Kearney :  Crop  mostly  spring  sowing.  Sarpy :  What  little  there  was 
sown  looks  well.  Gage :  Looking  well.  Seivard :  But  little  sown,  owing  to  last  year's 
failure.  Boone :  But  little  rain  since  August  20 ;  ground  poorly  prepared,  and  farmers 
feeling  uneasy  as  to  next  year's  crop.     Lancaster :  Good  condition. 

California. — Inyo  :  Crop  generally  sown  in  spring,  but  we  are  now  experimenting 
with  fall  sowing.  Solano :  Properly  speaking,  we  have  no  winter  wheat.  Plumas : 
Winter  wheat  not  more  than  6  per  cent,  of  the  crop.  San  Bernardino :  Sowing  just 
commenced.  Stanislaus:  A  good  rainy  season  will  give  the  largest  crop  the  country 
ever  produced.  Yuba:  No  distinction  made  here  b et we sn  winter  and  spring  wheat. 
Placer:  Acreage  increased  50  per  cent. 

Oregon  — Yam  Hill :  Spring  wheat  badly  injured  by  rust ;  very  little  of  the  crop 
is  marketable.  Multnomah :  But  little  sown.  Marion :  Heavy  increase  in  acreage 
owing  to  spring  wheat  rusting  so  badly.  Linn :  Increased  acreage  and  looking  well. 
Polk :  Fair  condition. 

Colorado. — Larimer:  No  attention  given  to  winter  wheat.  Pueblo:  No  winter 
grain  sown.     Douglas:  Dry  weather  prevented  it  sprouting. 

Utah. — Box  Elder:  Increased  acreage  and  looks  well.  Wahsatch:  Very  small  acre- 
age ;  last  year's  planting  destroyed  by  grasshoppers  and  frosts.  Weber :  Just  comino- 
np ;  dry  fall. 

Indian  Territory. — Cherokee:  Never  better;  good  rains. 

Washington  Territory. — San  Juan:  Small  acreage  and  backward ;  too  much  wet 
weather. 

CORK 

Our  December  returns  somewhat  reduce  the  yield  of  the  corn  crop  in 
the  great  corn-producing  States  north  of  the  Ohio  River  and  in  Missouri. 
In  this  region  many  counties  reported  an  imperfect  ripening  of  the  cropr 
and  unfavorable  conditions  during  November.  The  result  was  a  soften- 
ing of  the  grain,  rendering  much  of  it  unmerchantable,  and  some  of  it 
unlit  for  any  sort  of  even  domestic  use.  Some  of  these  States  reduce 
their  estimates  as  much  as  10  per  cent.  This  will  make  the  average 
yield  per  acre  of  the  whole  country  29.1  bushels,  against  28.9  bushels  in 
1878.  This  average  was  exceeded  in  only  one  previous  year — 1875 — 
when  it  was  29.4  bushels.  The  aggregate  product  of  the  country  will 
therefore  fall  short  of  our  November  estimates  about  55,000,009  bushels, 
but  it  will  still  exceed  that  of  any  former  year  by  at  least  150,000,000 
bushels.  The  Eastern,  Southern,  and  Pacific  States  show  a  greater  or 
less  decline,  but  the  States  north  of  the  Ohio  River  and  the  States  and 
Territories  west  of  the  Mississippi  show  an  increase  of  over  160,000,000 
bushels. 

The  average  price  of  the  crop  obtained  by  the  farmers  was  37.6  cents 
per  bushel,  against  31.8  cents  in  1878,  an  increase  of  over  18  per  cent. 
The  increase  is  general  in  all  sections  of  the  country ;  the  only  States 
showing  a  decline  are  Mississippi,  2  cents;  Tennessee,  3  cents;  Ken- 
tucky, 3  cents ;  Minnesota,  2  cents ;  and  Missouri,  1  cent.  The  aggre- 
gate value  of  the  crop  of  the  country  is  nearly  $000,000,000,  or  one-third 
more  than  the  crop  of  1878. 

The  following  notes  are  given : 

Maine. — Piscataquis :  Very  poor ;  early  and  severe  frosts.  Waldo :  Owing  to  the  cool 
season  there  is  only  an  average  yield. 

Vermont. — Orleans :  Poor  average ;  ears  soft  and  imperfect.  Rutland :  Considerably 
iniured  bv  drought. 

Rhode  Island. — Washington:  Considerably  injured  by  storms  in  early  part  of  the 
season. 

New  York. — Schenectady  :  Very  hue  crop  and  harvested  in  good  condition. 

New  Jersey. — Burlington :   Large  yield ;   housed  in  good  condition.     Hunterdon  : 
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Milch  injury  by  storms,  but  still  an  average  crop.     Warren :  Increased  acreage ;  some 
injury  by  storms. 

Pennsylvania. — Beaver :  Soft  and  green.  Montgomery :  Some  injury  by  drought, 
but  still  the  crop  will  equal  that  of  1878.  Northampton  :  Smaller  yield,  but  better 
quality  than  last  year.     Sullivan:  Shortened  by  the  cold  spring. 

Maryland. — Baltimore:  Anticipated  a  much  larger  yield  than  last  year,  but  drought 
shortened  it.  Caroline:  Good.  Howard:  Drought  shortened  the  yield.  Montgomery: 
Average. 

Virginia. — Bedford:  Less  than  expected;  drought.  Carroll:  Not  so  good  as  ex- 
pected. Dinwiddie:  Yield  much  reduced  by  drought.  Gloucester:  Shortened  by  spring 
drought.  Halifax:  Cut  short  by  severe  drought.  Chesterfield:  Housed  in  excellent 
condition.  Middlesex :  Half  crop ;  drought.  James  City :  Yield  reduced  by  July 
drought  and  August  storms.  Nansemond:  Drought  and  storms  reduced  the  yield. 
Warwick:  Injured  by  July  drought  and  a  cyclone  in  August. 

North  Carolina. — Iredell :  Housed  in  fine  condition.  Forsyth  :  Best  crop  for  many 
years.  Person :  Drought.  Pasquotank:  Improved  yield  and  quality.  Nash  :  Drought. 
Wilson:  Cribbed  in  excellant  condition.  Macon:  Larger  yield  than  last  year.  Perqui- 
mons :  Almost  a  failure ;  a  little  better  than  last  year.  Haywood:  Average  yield,  but 
poor  quality. 
South  Carolina. — Lexington:  Below  average. 

Georgia. — Catoosa:  Cut  short  by  excessive  drought.  Forsyth:  Average  crop. 
Jasper  :  Almost  a  failure.     Towns  :  Housed  in  good  condition. 

Florida. — Madison:  Reduced  by  protracted  drought.  Wakulla:  Injured  by  exces- 
sive rains. 

Alabama. — Clark:  Short  on  uplands.  Conecuh:  Largely  increased  acreage.  De- 
Kalb  :  Housed  in  good  condition ;  yield  beyond  the  most  sanguine  expectations. 

Mississippi. — Grenada:  Short.     Simpson:  Better  result  than  expected  in  October. 
Sumner :  Double  last  year's  crop.     Tate  :  Suffered  by  drought  on   uplands.     Yazoo : 
Much  better  than  was  expected.     Choctaw  :  Very  good. 
Louisiana..— -Franklin  :  Average  ;  some  injury  by  drought. 

Texas. — Titus:  Below  average  ;  drought.     Dallas:  Not  enough  raised  for  home  con- 
sumption.    Mason  :  Total  failure ;  importing  it  from  Kansas.     Livingston  :  All  housed. 
Arkansas. — Marion :  Over  average. 

Tennessee. — Decatur:  Average.  Bradley:  Housed  in  good  condition.  Lawrence: 
Not  more  than  average.  Carroll:  None  raised.  Lincoln:  Early  planted,  very  poor. 
Rutherford:  Below  average;  late  planted  done  the  best.  Hamblen:  Not  so  good  as  last 
year.  Gibson  :  The  damage  done  to  the  crop  will  about  offset  the  increase  in  acreage. 
West  Virginia. — Doddridge :  Much  better  yield  than  was  expected.  Kanawha : 
Good  yield  on  bottom  lands.  Marshall:  Light  weight.  Pleasants:  Crop  injured  by 
rot,  grubworms,  and  drought;  large  quantity  of  nubbins  and  soft  ears.  Summers: 
Good  yield  on  bottom  lands;  drought  cut  it  short  on  uplands. 

Kentucky. — Anderson:  Spring  drought  prevented  a  full  stand,  which  shortened  the 
yield.  Barren:  Yield  shortened  by  drought.  Carroll:  Did  not  fill  well;  much  of  it 
rotten.  Jessamine:  Much  better  yield  than  was  expected.  Nelson:  Yield  below  ex- 
pectations; rotting  in  shock  and  badly  blown  down.  Nicholas:  Good  yield' where  a 
full  stand  was  secured.  Russell :  About  three-fourths  of  a  crop.  Allen  :  Light  crop. 
Jefferson:  Yield  short  and  much  of  it  unsound.  Washington :  Cribbed  in  good  condi- 
tion. Fulton:  Damaged  by  storms,  but  still  a  good  crop.  Todd:  Yield  15  percent, 
better  than  was  anticipated.  Henderson  :  A  large  per  cent,  blown  down  and  rotted. 
Owsley:  Much  better. yield  than  was  expected;  some  late  planted  taken  by  early 
frosts. 

Ohio. — Athens:  Inferior  quality;  some  fields  very  light.  Adams:  Considerable  of 
late  planted  mouldy.  Butler  :  Expectations  not  realized ;  much  of  it  blown  down  and 
not  matured.  Geauga :  Many  nubbins,  which  lowers  the  yield.  Knox:  A  third  below 
expectations.  Logan:  Much  of  it  chaffy  and  poorly  matured.  Licking:  Farmers  dis- 
appointed both  as  to  quality  and  quantity.  Morrow :  Fair  yield,  cribbed  in  good  con- 
dition. Meigs  :  Husking  out  badly.  Preble :  Lighter  yield  than  was  expected.  Perry : 
Light  and  chaffy.  Union:  Yield  and  quality  below  last  year.  Lorain:  Lighter  yield 
thau  was  expected.  Hardin  :  Increase  in  acreage  will  make  product  about  the  same 
as  last  year ;  quality  not  so  good.  Mercer  :  Injured  by  being  blown  down  when  matur- 
ing.    Scioto:  Quality  fine,  but  yield  considerably  less  than  was  anticipated. 

Michigan. — Clinton:  Light  crop;  drought  and  frost.  Montcalm:  Lighest  crop  for 
many  years.  Manistee :  Greatly  injured  by  Ararm  October  weather.  Mason :  Very 
poor  crop. 

Indiana. — Can-oil:  Considerably  light  and  chaffy.  Dearborn:  A  large  per  cent,  not 
fit  to  keep,  and  a  considerable  portion  not  fit  for  any  purpose.  Decatur :  Much  of  the 
crop  was  replanted,  making  it  late ;  grain  soft  and  chaffy.  Franklin  :  Yield  much  be- 
low average  ;  chaffy  and  rotton.  Knox:  Great  falling  off  in  yield ;  cold  spring,  dry 
summer,  and  high  winds.  Hancock:  Light  yield  and  generally  poor  quality.  Howard: 
Late  planted  destroyed  by  early  frosts.     Marion:  Badly  blown  down,  and  much  of  it 
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soft  and  chaffy.  Parke:  Crop  not  so  good  as  expected ;  much  damage  by  wind;  late 
planted  did  not  mature.  Pike:  Injured  by  wet  spring,  drought,  and  storms.  Shelby: 
Much  lighter  yield  than  was  anticipated.  Wurrich:  Considerable  soft  grain.  Whitley : 
Late  planted  injured  by  early  frosts.  Posey :  Finest  crop  ever  produced  in  the  county. 
Bartholomew:  Not  well  matured;  much  of  it  soft  and  inferior.  Miami:  Not  a  half 
crop;  early  frosts.      Wabash:  Falls  25  per  cent,  below  last  year. 

Illinois. — Boone :  Yield  20  per  cent,  less  than  was  expected ;  drought  and  frost. 
Coles :  Product  not  so  large  as  was  expected,  but  exceeds  that  of  1878.  Clark:  Not  so 
good  as  last  year  on  sandy  soil;  more  than  double  the  yield  on  clay  lands.  Crawford: 
Quality  not  so  good  as  last  year.  De  Kalb:  More  injury  from  frost  than  was  at  first 
supposed.  Edgar:  Yield  not  quite  so  good  as  Avas  anticipated;  some  injury  by  frosts. 
Greene:  Yield  not  up  to  expectations  ;  quality  good.  Kendall:  General  complaint  of 
light  yield;  replanted  more  or  less  soft.  Lee:  Largest  acreage  ever  planted,  and 
heaviest  yield ;  product  about  3,955,000  bushels.  Livingston:  Yield  not  so  large  as  was 
anticipated  a  month  ago,  but  quality  good.  Montgomery :  Yield  not  so  large  as  was 
anticipated.  Putnam:  Bulk  appears  larger  than  last  year,  but  will  not  weigh  out  so 
well.     Tazewell :  Drought  and  frosts  reduced  yield  10  per  cent. 

Wisconsin. — Green  Lake:  Drought  shortened  the  crop.  Rock:  Average  crop;  dam- 
aged some  on  prairie  lands  by  frost. 

Minnesota. — Martin :  Much  lighter  yield  than  was  anticipated ;  early  planted  did 
the  best.  Ramsey:  Acreage  equals  1878,  but  yield  per  acre  less.  Stearns:  Soundest 
crop  ever  raised. 

Iowa. — Cherokee:  Excellent  quality.  Jackson:  Yield  better  than  was  expected. 
Union :  Good  yield,  but  not  so  heavy  in  weight  as  last  year. 

Missouri. — Johnson:  Superb  crop  ;  weighs  heavier  than  ever.  Platte:  Yield  10  per 
cent,  below  last  year.  Perry:  Abundant  crop ;  considerably  damaged  by  being  blown 
down.  Saint  Charles :  Injured  by  drought.  Caldwell:  Some  of  it  will  be  spoiled  by 
wet  weather  before  it  cau  be  husked. 

Kansas. — Doniphan:  Yield  not  so  good  as  expected.  Dickinson:  Nearly  equal  to 
last  year  on  bottom  lands ;  on  uplands  injured  by  drought  and  frost.  Ford:  "  Egypt- 
ian Rice  Corn"  yields  100  bushels  per  acre;  considered  better  than  Indian  corn,  and  is 
used  for  bread,  also  for  cattle  food.  Montgomery :  Increase  in  acreage  will  bring  prod- 
uct up  to  average.  Ness:  Almost  a  failure;  drought.  Woodson:  Better  than  last 
year,  but  still  5  per  cent,  below  average.     Graham:  Very  heavy  increase  in  acreage. 

Nebraska. — Holt:  All  crops  injured  by  drought. 

California. — Placer:  Yield  increased  10  per  cent,  above  last  year's  crop. 

Colorado. — Larimer:  Short  crop;  drought. 

Utah. — Beaver:  All  crops  short;  scarcity  of  snow  in  mountains  last  winter  caused 
a  small  supply  of  water  for  irrigation.     Davis :  All  crops  suffered  by  drought. 

New  Mexico. — Dona  Ana:  Rio  Grande  River  dried  up  and  made  all  late  crops  a 
failure.     Taos :  All  crops  suffered  by  drought. 

COTTON. 

The  returns  made  on  December  1  constitute  the  final  investigation  of 
this  department,  through  its  correspondents.  With  the  exception  of  that 
portion  of  tjLe  cotton  belt  lying  west  of  the  Mississippi  River,  the  result 
of  the  investigation  returned  to  the  department  November  1,  regarding 
the  "yield  per  acre,"  is  substantially  confirmed  by  the  return  December 
1  of  "  total  product  as  compared  with  last  year."  In  Arkansas,  Louisi- 
ana, and  Texas  the  returns  indicate  an  increase  in  product  over  that 
reported  last  month. 

The  weather  has  been  favorable  in  all  the  States,  and  the  late  crop 
has  been  larger  than  was  anticipated.  In  Texas  the  drought  still  con- 
tinues, and  the  rains  reported  have  not  been  general. 

The  following  is  a  synopsis  of  the  reports  received  December  1 : 

North  Carolina,  in  5  counties,  reports  an  average  product  of  5  per  cent, 
more  than  last  year ;  in  22  counties  an  average  of  25  per  cent,  less,  and 
in  6  the  same.  South  Carolina  in  1  county  reports  an  average  of  20  per 
cent,  more,  11  average  17  per  cent,  less,  and  2  the  same.  Georgia :  12 
report  an  average  of  12  per  cent,  more,  32  report  20  per  cent,  less,  and 
9  the  same  as  last  year.  Florida  :  None  report  more,  11  reported  an  av- 
erage of  10  per  cent,  less,  and  2  the  same.  Alabama :  1  reports  10  per 
cent,  more,  15  average  16  x>er  cent,  less,  and  8  the  same.    Mississippi : 
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14  average  20  per  cent,  more,  14  are  10  per  cent,  less,  and  3  are  the  same. 
Louisiana :  4  report  an  average  of  15  per  cent,  more,  4  report  10  per  cent. 
less,  and  1  the  same.  Texas :  9  counties  report  an  average  of  24  per 
cent,  more,  35  counties  report  an  average  of  39  per  cent,  less,  and  8  the 
same.  Arkansas :  19  counties  report  20  per  cent,  more,  6  an  average  of 
16  per  cent,  less,  and  5  the  same.  Tennessee :  9  report  15  per  cent,  more, 
2  are  20  per  cent,  less,  and  7  the  same. 

Basing  the  calculation  on  this  latter  estimate  of  "  total  product,"  we 
have  a  crop  for  this  year  of  5,020,387  bales  of  450  pounds  each.  The 
price  returned  to  us  by  the  producer  is  an  average  of  10.2  cents  per 
pound,  which  would  give  a  total  value  in  round  numbers  of  231  million 
dollars,  against  194  millions  in  1878. 

The  following  extracts  from  correspondence  are  given: 

North  Carolina. — Iredell:  Nearly  all  gathered,  and  changed  hands  at  reasonable 
prices ;  farmers  are  making  preparations  to  plant  more  extensively  nest  year.  Meck- 
lenburg :  About  three-fourths  of  a  good  crop ;  very  little  stained  cotton.  Orange :  Qual- 
ity unusually  good.  Pasquotank:  Crop  very  inferior.  Rowan:  Less  stained  cotton 
than  usual.  Nash:  Shortest  crop  since  1857.  Wilson:  Saved  in  fine  condition.  Cum- 
berland: Favorable  weather  has  increased  the  crop.  Perquimans:  Last  year  very 
poor,  and  this  year  but  little  better.  Pender:  Cotton  all  picked  in  good  condition. 
Stanly  :  Crop  much  better  than  last  year. 

South  Carolina. —  Union:  The  staple  is  above  average.  Fairfield:  All  has  been 
picked  in  fine  condition.  Beaufort:  Sea  Island  crop  reduced  by  devastations  of  cat- 
erpillars. Oconee :  Rains  caused  cotton  to  take  second  growth,  and  the  bolls  thus 
formed  were  almost  entirely  destroyed  by  frost.  Lexington :  Very  nearly  equal  that 
of  last  year,  at  a  market  value  that  will  yield  a  larger  profit  than  any  crop  for  the  past 
three  years.  Georgetown  :  Crop  not  all  in,  but  short  of  expectations.  Laurens  :  Fall 
exceptionably  fine  for  picking. 

Georgia.— Thomas :  Almost  a  failure.  Forsyth :  Crop  an  average  one ;  the  increased 
price  will  enable  farmers  to  pay  their  debts.  Warren:  Nearly  all  gathered.  Jasper: 
Failed  to  mature ;  average  will  be  about  oue  bale  to  eight  acres.  Lincoln:  Fully  one- 
half  of  the  late  crop  killed  by  frost ;  70  per  cent,  of  a  full  crop  will  not  be  realized. 
Newton:  Late  crop  injured  by  frost.  Terrell:  Favorable  fall  has  increased  crop  be- 
yond expectations.  Clayton:  A  heavy  freeze  killed  all  the  late  cotton.  De  Kalb: 
lias  exceeded  our  most  sanguine  expectations ;  nearly  all  out  and  sold.  Gordon : 
Yield  beyond  all  expectations.  Rockdale:  Not  up  to  the  anticipated  yield;  making 
extensive  preparations  for  next  crop. 

Florida. — Clay:  Injured  by  the  long  wet  spell  during  fall  months.  Columbia: 
Season  too  wet  for  picking.  Marion:  All  gathered,  and  crop  below  expectations. 
Wakulla :  The  ultimate  result  will  show  a  larger  crop  than  was  anticipated  and  a 
marked  improvement  in  quality.  Suwannee:  Long  staple  or  sea  island  grown  almost 
exclusively. 

Alabama. — Autauga:  Ten  per  cent,  better  than  last  year.  Clarke:  Has  done  better 
than  was  anticipated.  Henry:  Yield  15  per  cent,  greater  than  was  estimated  in  No- 
vember. Harbour :  The  late  bolls  left  by  the  caterpillars  have  all  opened  and  most  of 
the  staple  has  been  housed.  Bullock :  Favorable  circumstances  have  added  somewhat 
to  the  aggregate  of  the  crop.  Chambers:  Weather  favorable  and  crop  all  picked. 
Cofee :  Yielded  better  than  was  anticipated,  owing  to  late  frost.  Conecuh:  Gathered, 
and  yield  fair.  De  Kail) :  Fall  favorable  :  crop  nearly  all  inched,  and  prices  remuner- 
ative. Crenshaw :  Matured  to  a  late  date  and  turning  out  better  than  expected. 
Franklin:  Fall  unusually  favorable  ;  most  of  the  crop  now  out  of  the  fields.  Perry: 
The  crop  has  been  disposed  of  more  generally  than  I  ever  knew  it  at  this  date. 
-  Mississippi. — Grenada:  The  greater  portion  of  the  crop  picked  earlier  than  usual 
and  generally  in  a  very  good  condition.  Amite  :  Will  be  an  average  crop.  Marshall : 
Unprecedented  good  weather  Las  increased  the  crop,  and  its  quality  is  perhaps  better 
than  in  any  former  year.  Simpson  :  Percentage  increased  by  good  weather.  Yalabusha  : 
About  90  per  cent,  of  the  crop  has  been  gathered ;  the  crop  will  be  an  average ;  lint 
turned  out  well  from  the  seed ;  quality  excellent.  Yazoo  :  Season  favorable  for  pick- 
ing. Sumner:  Crop  pretty  much  all  picked  and  yield  about  double  that  of  1S78. 
Prentiss:  Favorable  weather  has  advanced  the  yield;  there  is  much  in  the  field  yet, 
but  of  inferior  grade.  Choctaw  :  Very  good,  and  producers  paying  their  debts.  Lafay- 
ette: The  mild  late  fall  has  increased  the  yield ;  housed  in  fine  condition.  Bolivar: 
Weather  good;  95  per  cent,  of  crop  picked  in  fine  condition. 

Louisiana. —  Richland :  Excelled  last  year's  crop;  the  great  bulk  of  the  crop  has 
been  gathered.  Franklin:  Above  average  in  some  sections  of  the  parish,  in  others 
below.  Concordia:  The  late  fall  has  been  very. advantageous  and  increased  the  esti- 
mates of  crops. 
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Texas. — Fames  :  We  are  now  suffering  from  the  most  severe  drought  ever  known  ; 
crop  nearly  all  gathered.  Trinity:  Picking  still  continues;  late  rains  have  made  a 
new  top  growth  of  small  bolls.  Anderson  :  Yery  light  crop  of  top  cotton  and  opening 
slowly.  Dallas :  Yield  fair,  considering  the  unprecedented  drought ;  picking  over,  and 
crop  free  from  trash  and  stains.  Medina:  Crop  fair.  Titus:  Yield  at  least  25  per  cent, 
better  than  last  year ;  lint  long  and  fiber  fine.  Collin  :  About  all  gathered  ;  saved  in 
unexceptionable  condition.  Polk:  Gathered  and  half  marketed.  Upshur:  Better  than 
expected  in  yield  and  quality.  Navarro  :  About  all  in  ;  prices  have  advanced,  owing 
to  smallness  of  crop.  Ashley  :  The  dry  fall  has  increased  the  yield  at  least  10  per  cent. 
Austin  :  Turned  out  better  than  expected ;  the  deficiency  of  the  hay  crop  will  be  made 
up  by  feeding  stock  on  cotton  seed.  Bastrop :  The  fall  or  top  crop  one  of  the  finest 
ever  raised;  the  crop  below  average  yield,  which  will  be  counterbalanced  by  increase 
in  price.  Stephens  :  Has  proven  the  best  of  all  crops  this  year.  Waller  :  Above  former 
calculations.  Grimes:  Drought  still  prevails.  Harrison:  All  gathered  and  in  good 
condition.  Madison:  Turned  out  better  than  was  exx^ected ;  the  best  second  or  fall 
crop  made  for  years.     Nacogdoches:  Crop  light. 

Arkansas. — Lonoke:  Damaged  by  recent  rains;  at  least  three-fourths  of  crop  has 
been  put  on  the  market.  Clark:  Best  crop  for  several  years.  Johnson:  Better  than 
usual  iu  yield  and  quality.  Marion:  Better  than  I  ever  saw  it ;  average  1,600  pounds 
seed  cotton  to  the  acre  ou  bottom  lands.  Pulaski:  About  seven-eighths  gathered  and 
two-thirds  marketed. 

Tennessee. — Decatur:  A  large  crop,  the  best  for  years.  Williamson:  Owing  to  a 
late  fall  the  crop  is  above  average.  Bedford:  Better  than  expected.  Lawrence: 
Advance  in  price  will  make  up  for  deficiency  of  crop  caused  by  drought.  Bedford: 
Above  the  November  estimate.  Fayette :  Yery  good  and  fall  favorable.  Haywood  : 
Best  crop  ever  known  and  season  fine.      Lincoln :  Best  for  years. 

TOBACCO. 


Final  returns  have  not  sensibly  changed  our  November  estimate  of 
this  crop.  The  total  product  of  the  country  is  within  a  small  percent- 
age of  that  of  1878  ;  the  gain  being  chiefly  in  Kentucky,  Tennessee, 
and  Connecticut,  and  the  most  serious  loss  in  Ohio  and  Missouri.  As  a 
whole,  the  quality  is  but  slightly  better  than  that  of  last  year's  crop, 
although  the  improvement  is  quite  marked  in  several  States.  It  is  to 
be  regretted  that  the  price  on  the  farm  remains  about  the  same  as  last 
year;  that  it  has  not  kept  pace  with  the  improved  prices  in  both  wheat 
and  cotton.  For  the  present  unprofitable  average  price  there  seems  to 
be  but  one  remedy — more  attention  to  the  cultivation  and  after-manage- 
ment of  the  crop. 

We  estimate  the  total  crop  of  1879  at  384,059,659  pounds,  valued  at 
821,545,591,  against  392,546,700  pounds,  valued  at  $22,137,428  in  1878. 

OATS.  . 

The  return  of  this  crop  made  on  November  1  is  confirmed  bj  the 
report  of  this  month.  The  total  product  of  the  country  is  estimated  at 
364,253,000  bushels  for  this  year,  against  a  total  in  1878  of  413,578,000 
bushels ;  a  decline  of  12  per  cent. 

The  price  as  returned  on  the  1st  of  this  month  averaged  33.2  cents 
per  bushel,  against  24.6  last  year  at  the  same  time,  making  a  total  val- 
uation this  year  of  $120,855,000,  against  $101,945,000  in  1878. 

The  following  consolidation  of  local  estimates  for  the  last  five  years 
presents  a  clear  view  of  the  relation  of  prices  to  production: 


Years. 

Acres. 

Yield. 

Bushels. 

Average 
"value. 

Total  value. 

1875 

11,  915,  075 
13,  358,  908 

12,  826, 148 
13, 3  76,  500 
12,  683,  490 

29.7+ 

24.0+ 

31.6 

31.4 

28.7 

354,  317,  500 
320,  844,  000 
406,  394.  000 
413,  578,  560 
364,  253, 180 

$0.  36.  5+ 
0.  35. 1+ 
0.  29.  2 
0.  24.  6+ 
0.  33.  2 

$129,  499,  930 

1S76 

112,  865,  900 

1877 

118,661,550 

1878 

101,945,830 

1879...., 

120,  855,  0U0 

« 
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POTATOES. 

Tlie  returns  of  December  1  make  no  change  in  the  estimate  of  last 
month.  With  an  increase  of  3  per  cent,  in  the  acreage  for  this  year  we 
have  a  yield  of  98  bushels  per  acre,  against  69  bushels  last  year,  and  94 
bushels  in  1877. 

The  total  crop  for  the  country  is  estimated  at  181,369,000  bushels, 
which  at  the  price  returned,  43.5  cents,  as  the  average,  would  make,  in 
round  numbers,  $79,000,000,  against  a  valuation  last  year  of  $73,050,000. 
Subjoined  is  given  a  table  of  product,  price  per  bushel,  and  total  value 
for  the  last  five  years : 


Tear. 


1875 
1876 
1877 
1878 
1879 


Product. 


166.  877,  000 
124,  800,  000 
170,  092,  000 
124,  027,  000 
181,  369,  000 


Price  per 
bushel. 


$0.  38.  9 
65.5 
44.8 
58.8 
43.5 


Value. 


$85,  019,  000 
83,  860,  000 
76,  249,  000 
73,  050,  000 
79,  000,  000 


The  following  notes  are  appended: 


Fine.     Oxford  :  Good.     Cumberland :  Much,  injured  by  beetles 
Good  yield,  but  rotting  badly.      Rockingham :  Very 

Eotted  badly. 
Rotted  soine- 


Maine. — Aroostook 
and  rot. 

New  Hampshire. — Cheshire 
large. 

Vermont. — Addison:  Good,  but  rotting.    Caledonia:  Good.    Windsor, 

Massachusetts. — Berkshire  :  Fair  supply,  but  badly  rotted. 

Connecticut. — New  Raven  :  Large,  but  badly  rotted.     New  London 
what. 

New  York. — Cattaraugus  :  Large  and  of  fine  quality.  Westchester :  Good  in  qual- 
ity. Delaware:  One-fourth  rotted.  Madison:  Drought  injurious.  Saratoga:  Rotting 
badly.     Sullivan :  Large,  but  affected  by  rot.      Wayne :  Injured  by  bugs  and  rot. 

New  Jersey. — Morris  :  Better  than  last  year.  Middlesex  :  Injured-  in  quantity  and 
quality  by  droughts. 

Pennsylvania. — Beaver  :  Good.  Berks  :  Good  ;  100  bushels  per  acre.  Butler  : 
Early  plantings  bad,  but  late  ones  average.  Crawford :  Good.  Fayette :  Short,  but 
good.  Lehigh:  Suffered  by  drought.  Lycoming:  Fine;  in  some  places  300  bushels  to 
the  acre.  Sullivan  :  Superior  iu  quality  and  quantity.  Bucks :  Injured  by  dry  hot 
weather.     Montgomery  :  Above  average.     Luzerne :  Average. 

Delaware.— JTefti  :  Short  from  drought. 

Maryland. — Montgomery:  Good.  Queen  Anne:  Good.  Talbot:  Injured  by  rain  and 
storm. 

Virginia. — Bedford :  Gathered  in  good  condition.     Dinwiddle  :  Short  from  drought, 

Highland  :    Cut  short ; 
Shortened  by  drought. 


drought ; 


but  of  good  quality.     Henrico:   Very   light;    long 

drought.     Rappahamiock :  Suffered  from  drought.     Richmond 

Rockingham :   Cut  off  by  drought.     Prince   George:  Good,  but   partly  destroyed   by 

droughts  and  insects. 

North   Carolina. — Columbus:    Good.     Gaston:    Cut   short   by  drought.     Greene 
Average, 
drought. 

South 


Good,  but  partly  destroyed  by 


Harneii :  Damaged  by  drought.     Jackson 
Haywood:  Slightly  injured  by  drought. 

Carolina. — Barnwell :    Good.     Newberry :  Very  little  cultivated,   and  not 
good.     Lexington  :  Average  ;  equal  to  last  year. 

Georgia. — Baker :  As  large  as  last  year.     Jackson  :  Small,  and  damaged  by 'weather. 
Murray:  Spring  drought  destructive.     Clayton:  Very  poor.     Pulaski:  Killed  by  frost. 
Talbot :  Not  yet  gathered. 
Florida. — Leon:  Short,  from  too  much  rain.     Suwannee:  Fair.     Marion:  Much  in- 
jured by  rain. 

Alabama. — Autauga:  Good.     Calhoun:  Full  yield. 

Mississippi. — Greene;  Very  large.     De  Soto :  Fine.     Holmes:  Yield  very  light.    Choc- 
taw :  Good. 

Texas. — Burleson  :    A  failure.     Karnes  :    Failure  on  account  of  drought.     Lamar  : 
A  failure;  drought.      Mason:  A  failure.      Titus:    Early  crop   fine;   late   injured  by 
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drought.      Victoria:  Yield  small  but  sound.     Burnett:  Failure.     Austin:  Yield  poor; 
drought.     Collin:  Short  from  droaght.     Jasper:  Yield  of  early  plantings  very    good. 

Arkansas. — Fulton :  Not  as  good  as  l^st  year.  Marion:  Small  but  good.  Prairie: 
Complete  failure.  Van  Bur  en,  :  Pofcatoe  bug  destructive.  Johnson  :  Copious  rains  in 
September  and  October  ;  good  yield.     Franklin  :  Good  in  quality  and  quantity. 

Tennessee. — Anderson:  Moderate.     La'wrence:  Injured  by  weather.     Shelby  :  Good. 

West  Virginia. — Braxton, :  Above  average.  Doddridge  :  Late  planted  did  well : 
early  plantings  a  failure.  Jackson:  Late  planting,  good,  Morgan:  Largest  for  years. 
Marshall :  Light  yield  and  small  in  size.     Boane  :  Late  varieties  good. 

Kentucky. — rClintan, :  Short.  Kenton:  Peach  Blows  did  well,  Nicholas:  Light 
yield  and  small  in  size.     Woodford:  Half  crop.      Union:  Average. 

Ohio. — Allen:  u  Beauty  of  Hebron"  from  the  department  an  exceptionally  fine 
variety.  Coshocton:  Injured  in  some  localities  by  the  beetle.  Geauga:  Best  for  10 
years.  Knox:  Yield  under  average  but  quality  good.  Lorain:  Very  short.  Preble: 
Light  yield  but  fair.  Trumbull :  Much  better  than  last  year.  Wayne :  Heavy.  Wy- 
andot: Good  yield,  late  varieties  rotting.  Sandusky  :  Light.  Clermont :  Cut  short  by 
drought. 

Michigan. — Clinton:  Below  average.  Manistee:  Late  planted  fair.  Ottawa:  Yield 
greatly  decreased  by  drought.  Saginaw  :  Indifferent.  Tuscola :  Drought.  Bay  :  In- 
jured by  drought  and  early  frosts.  Cass:  Below  average,  but  quality  good.  Mason: 
About  half  a  crop.  Marquette:  Yield  above  average.  Shiawasse:  Light.  Wexford: 
Failure  in  some  localities. 

Indiana. — Decatur :  Bugs  took  a  portion.  Dearborn :  Injured  by  frost  in  some  local- 
ities. Jay  :  Very  good.  Franklin:  Short.  Warrick  :  Late  extra  good.  Steuben  :  Sound 
and  good.  Jefferson:  Yield  small  but  quality  excellent.  Hamilton:  Rot.  Marion: 
Light  crop.     Madison  :  Rotted  badly. 

Illinois. — Fayette  :  Not  so  good  as  usual.  Hancock  :  Drought  lessened  yield ;  qual- 
ity good.  Kankakee :  Late  crop  light.  Piatt :  Damaged  by  bugs.  Lawrence  :  Some 
rot.  Wabash:  Late  planted  good.  Sangamon:  Bugs  and  drought  injurious,  Wayne: 
Small  size  and  very  light  yield.  Putnam  :  Short ;  drought.  Shelby  :  Late  planted 
very  poor.  Whiteside :  Late  almost  a  failure.  Greene :  Late  a  failure,  Perry  :  Poor. 
Carroll :  "Victor'  from  department  is  "  victorious  in  yield  and  quality."  Ogle  :  Good 
quality.  Coles :  Late  yielded  better  than  expected.  Marion :  Short,  Morgan :  In- 
jured by  drought  and  beetles.     Livingston  :  Late  varieties  very  short. 

Wisconsin. — La  Fayette :  Late  plantings  injured  by  drought  and  early  frosts.  Bock : 
Small  but  good.  Bacine :  Frost  lessened  the  yield.  WalwortJi :  Best  for  years.  Brown: 
Indications  of  rot. 

Minnesota. — Kandiyohi  :  Better  than  usual.  Bamsey  :  Extra,  Fillmore :  Good 
yield  and  quality.  Otter  Tail :  Damaged  by  heavy  storms.  Pope  :  Good  yield  aud 
quality.     Becker  :  Best  ever  raised  in  county. 

Iowa. — Hardin:  Early  plantings  good ;  late  varieties  very  light.     Lee:  Light  crop, 
Bin  g  g  old  :  Average   crop.     Greene:  Light  yield.     Henry:  Late  plantings  very  light. 
Polk  :  Fair  yield.     Howard  :  Mostly  small ;  drought  and  bugs. 

Missouri. — Benton :  Drought.  Christian  :  Sound.  Carter :  Best  in  ten  years.  Cass  : 
Light,  quality  good.  Clark  :  Very  short.  Gentry  :  Light.  Johnson  :  Late  varieties 
do  not  yield  as  expected.  "  Ruby,"  "  Victor,"  and  "  Beauty  of  Hebron,"  from  depart- 
ment, average  200  bushels  per  acre.  Lewis :  Almost  a  failure ;  bugs  and  drought. 
Macon  :  Light,  but  quality  good,  Washington  :  Never  better.  Warren  :  Early  plant- 
ings good.  Holt :  Not  so  much  rot  as  usual.  LaFayettej  Moderate  early  crop ;  late 
varieties  a  failure.     Wright :  Yield  reduced  by  drought. 

Kansas. — Doniphan :  Late  crop  fair.  Lyon  :  Early  crop  average  ;  late  varieties 
nearly  a  failure.  Marion  :  Few  in  hill  and  very  small.  Beno  :  Many  fields  not  ten 
bushels  per  acre.  Jackson  :  Drought.  Linn  :  Early  plantings  did  well  ;  late  varieties 
not  so  good.  "Beauty  of  Hebron/3  leads  the  "Early  Rose"  in  yield  and  quality. 
Ellis  :  Failure  ;  "  Beauty  of  Hebron"  the  leading  variety.  Montgomery  :  Good  early 
crop  ;  late  varieties  a  partial  failure. 

Nebraska. — Greeley :  Average,  excellent  quality.  Platte  :  Acreage  nearly  double 
that  of  last  year;  yield  not  so  good  as  expected.     Saunders  :  Excellent,  but  short. 

California. — Contra  Costa:    Bountiful.     Humboldt;    Badly  blighted;  many  fields 
not  worth  digging.     Solan o :  Damaged  by  cold  spring  and  hot  summer.     Yuba  :  Above  ' 
average  and  superior.     Placer  :  Largest  for  years. 

Oregon. — Multnomah  :  Early  plantings  badly  blighted.  Clackamas  :  Excellent  and 
good.     Coos  :  Badly  blighted  and  rotting. 

Colorado. — El  Paso  :  Small,  but  best  quality  for  years.  Larimer;  Raised  in  the 
mountains  only ;  light  for  want  of  rain. 

Dakota. —  Union  :  Many  fields  destroyed  by  frosts  and  grasshoppers. 

Washington  Territory. — Clarke  :  Unusually  good.  Wahkiakum  :  Our  main  crop; 
mostly  grazing  lands  in  this  county.     San  Juan  :  Small  and  poor. 

Indian  Territory,— Choctaw  :  Raised  principally  by  the  Indians. 


14  CONDITION    OF    THE    CROPS. 


WINTER  eye. 

The  area  in  winter  rye  lias  fallen  off  about  3  per  cent,  from  last  year. 
The  New  England  States,  the  States  north  of  the  Ohio  River,  and  the 
Pacific  States  equal  or  slightly  enlarge  their  last  years  acreage ;  Texas, 
the  only  one  of  the  Gulf  States  in  which  this  crop  is  of  sufficient  im- 
portance to  attract  attention  reports  an  increase  of  19  per  cent.  The 
other  sections  report  a  diminished  breadth;  the  falling  off  in  the 
Southern  inland  States  is  fully  one-fifth.  The  condition  of  the  crop  is 
about  average,  on  the  whole  being  above  average  in  a  majority  of  the 
States  reporting  it. 

BUCKWHEAT. 

The  acreage  in  buckwheat  reported  to  this  department  August  1,  was 
3  per  cent,  less  than  that  of  1878,  and  gave  an  area  of  610,210  acres  in 
this  crop.  The  yield  per  acre  as  reported  on  November  1,  was  an  aver- 
age of  20.5  bushels  per  acre,  against  18.2  last  year.  Fully  two- thirds 
of  this  crop  is  grown  in  the  States  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania. 
Ohio,  Michigan,  and  Wisconsin  produce  one-half  of  the  balance.  In 
the  first  two  of  these  States  and  in  all  the  New  England  States,  the  crop 
was  somewhat  above  an  average  one,  but  in  the  three  latter  it  was  below. 

The  total  product  of  the  country  is  estimated  13,145,600  bushels, 
which  at  the  average  price  returned  by  the  producer,  59  +  cents  per 
bushel,  would  give  87,860,000  in  round  numbers,  as  the  value  of  the 
crop  for  this  year  against  86,151,000  in  1878. 

HAY. 

The  hay  crop  is  about  10  per  cent,  less  than  that  of  1878.  The  New 
England  and  Gulf  States  have  slightly  increased  their  product,  but  all 
other  sections  have  declined.  The  heaviest  loss  is  in  the  Southern  inland 
States  which,  taken  together,  have  fallen  off  27  per  cent.  The  drought 
in  this  section,  has  fallen  with  especial  severity  upon  the  grass  crop. 
The  same  disastrous  influence  has  been  felt  in  the  States  north  of  the 
Ohio,  where  the  loss  is  20  per  cent,  and  in  the  South  Atlantic  States' 
where  it  amounts  to  17  per  cent.  The  Middle  States,  the  largest  hay 
producing  region  of  the  country,  fall  off  9  per  cent. ;  in  the  remaining 
sections,  the  losses  havp  been  much  less,  the  Pacific  States  falling  off7 
but  1  per  cent. 

The  average  price  of  hay  is  about  $9.21  per  ton  against  87.21  in  1878, 
The  aggregate  value  will  be  over  $325,000,000  against  8285,513,752 
last  year,  an  increase  of  nearly  11  per  cent, 


CONDITION    OF    THE    CROPS. 


15 


-  •-  i. 


<j 


ooosooooaaaaoooo 


M 

%  CO 

5£ 

T 

grH 

eg 

4) 

u 

< 

©  C-  lO  < 

oao^ 


Ot-MSO^rtOr-lOO 

oaaaoaaaoo 


o  o 

©  o 


cooot^^co©Tt<©— <cO' 
oowoooaoaoo 


a-^o    •  o  o  lo 

©  — <  ©      ■  ©  ©  © 


aaMaoo^oo^h-^^ciMo 
naooaeaaooaoaaaa 


COOH 


5P° 

<4 


las 


§1 


CM  © 

©  © 


r-t  © 
©   © 


©COt-COOOC-CMOOCM^ 
©©©©000000©©© 


©  © 

©  © 


l>rtCOI>'*aOTt(M'+r- I  lO  -h  ©  t- 
t~©©0G©©©©©©©©©T— I  I— I 


CO  ©  © 
©  ©  © 


©©©©©©©©©© 


©  CM 

©  © 


©ca©i>.Tj<r-t--*'Moo©©©©© 

HOHOHOOhMOOSHNN 
t— I         rtHHrtHHHHriCMi-IHH 


©  ©  L0 

oo  cm  uo 


© 
•6© 


LO  CO  t-  -rj< 
■*j<  CO  lO  "># 


©  m 

T#  •<# 


O  1.1  O  -^  O  CO 
lO  -#  CO  U0  CO  ■<* 


O 

H 
O 
CD 


r-i  i— li-l©Thi-l©©©©© 
r-l  r-t  rH  r-l  CM  r- li— IHnrir- 1 


© 


(=1 

o 

U 
CD 

Ph 


*1 

= 

ft 


o 


CMCO©©©0©uOOC©©©CMiO©©©CO©"*©©©©IJO©**©00-r)<^f)cOr-vCO©COOC- 
N  Tjl  H  O  O  t-  l>  CO  CO  O  C  tj<  c-1  N  O  UO  lO  CO  U5  O  i- IO  !M  CO  C  LO  00  CO  LO  (^  UO  ■*  O  M  O  C  X  LO 

©©00©t>©©CMCM-*fl"rJlCMr-i©-'#CMCO-*CMr-l 
■66-  r-t  iH  i— IriHHr- 1  i— I        riNHririH 


^CN!rM0M©lN©©X"*-^l©^CO©©©i-l 
■— <  -—  —  —  —  — J  —         —  — 


CM 


© 
■66- 


© 

© 


t-  C-  CM 

©  ©  rH 


CM 


DC 
0-1 


©  LO  t-  CO  t-  c-- 

CM  r-l  ©  ©  ©  © 


©  ©  CM 
©  ©  i-( 


©  © 
CM  © 


CO 


^2x 

O  +2  co 
w  H  rt  3 

«  O  rH  o 


n  2 

Ph  § 

r= 


© 
■66- 


lOLO©©©0000©©rHlOC-©CO©r-l 


U0  CM 

t-  © 


i-l  CO  CO  ■* 

©  ©  ©  © 


X 


o 


32  s 

^  "  o    • 

h  3  3  5 

<!i;rS  pi 
Ho  -  & 


S3 

r=- 


CMO0©©CMCO©©t-©©©COO0r- IOO©t-^*i©COCM©>— ICOrHi— I©  C0.1O  CM  CO  ©  ©  t>  lO  CM  © 
xt'^^LOwLOCOlOCO©©LO©©^1CO©OOOOCM©LOTj(UO-^<-<*-*lOCOCMCO-^t>CO©©-^CO 

©>  r-l  tH  rH  r-i  i-l 

•66- 


■   H 


CD 

Ph  s 

rO 


©  ©  00  © 
LO  ©  LO  © 


© 

66- 


©-^©©lOr-ICM© 
L—  LO  ©  ©  t-  C-  ©  LO 


CM— 'LOIOCO©©©CM©CO  — I00t- 
t>OOI>OI>l>t*00©fl)OM 


CO 

X 


S3 


Ph  pi 


©  00  r-l  © 
CO  C-  00  CO 


© 

66- 


00  CM 

©  t> 


co 

X 


LO 

cc 


X 

CM 


© 


i-l©-HCO©'-ICOint-C0t>C0©-rh© 

ooc-t-e-io©-*f^}<©-<sico©o©t- 


CO 
H 

o 


g3 

Ph§ 

45 


0SMOO*05OOOinOC0l000t-«inHt-.N!0LON<5Omc0t-OMMO©M'*l>'ilH 
Tt<-^-*lO-^-*-*T^COCO-^CO-*©LO00©©©©T}iC0C0C0COC0CMCMCOCMCMCMCMCMt-©Tli© 

© 

■66- 


P3 


*-|  2 

CD  J 
so 

= 
— 


Ph 


©  ©  ©  © 

©  ©  t-  O0 


© 

■66- 


00LO©00lO©CO©CM-r)< 

G0t-C-©rHCO©00CMCM 


lO  CM 

CO  © 


OHHHCOCSTtlHHCOaH'HHHLOOOCO 
©©C-©t>©©t>©©-*LO©lO->*C0r-l©O0 


si 

rO 


■*  ©  ©  © 

■^l  LO  CO  LO 


■66- 


©  ©  00  CM  00  03  L-  00  t-  © 

0-ri(COCOCO->*CMCMLOCM 


CM  © 

CO  CO 


UOI>©0000©lr-l>t-Tj'-*CMi-ICJTHT),C>OOOffl 

1— !©©©©CMr-lrH©>©>©©©0000©CM©© 


o 


h  2 

PHg 


OM»»lO'JiHOO'^iftNacOLOOHCN!SMOOt«(St»ffliftT|iHfflt-T|iiOt«HrtaMa 
t^t^t-t^!C-lr-©OlOWlO-*Ot>t>00©©t-©UOCVOTtia5CO-rJiCOCOCOCMCMCMCMCMOOt>©© 

©  i-H 

•66- 


03 

CD 

c3 

w 


OOCH 


